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Both the Guatemalan government and the rebel Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca
(URNG) have accepted a new calendar for peace negotiations proposed by the UN. If the process
proceeds as outlined in the UN proposal, talks would begin again on March 1 and would culminate
in the signing of a final peace accord by next August. UN officials have worked assiduously to revive
the Guatemalan peace process since peace talks between the Guatemalan government and the
URNG ended in an impasse at the end of December over the topic of indigenous rights and identity
(see NotiSur, 01/20/95).
In January, UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali had called on both sides to submit
proposals for a new time schedule for negotiations in order to get the talks moving again. Despite
supportive responses from both sides, however, the negotiations have remained stalled. Since
January, then, UN Undersecretary Marrack Goulding has conducted a campaign of shuttle
diplomacy among the US, Guatemala, Mexico, and Norway, in an attempt to work out differences
between the government and the rebels. On Feb. 6, URNG leaders met in New York with UN
officials to discuss a new calendar for negotiations developed by Goulding, which had already been
accepted by the Guatemalan government on Jan. 23. A week later, URNG leaders Gaspar Llom
and Pablo Monsanto met with Norwegian government officials in Oslo for further talks. However,
the results of these meetings remained closely guarded. Finally, on Feb. 18, the UN submitted yet
another proposed calendar for negotiations to both sides that called for peace talks to resume on
March 1 and conclude with the signing of a final peace accord by August.
Still, while the proposal called for the acceleration of negotiations, it did not suggest any change
in the agenda issues to be discussed, which were originally approved by the government and
the URNG in March 1994 (see NotiSur, 04/15/94). The Feb. 18 proposal was not presented as an
ultimatum per se. But both sides were clearly under heavy pressure to accept the new initiative,
since the UN's patience with the peace process finally seems to be wearing thin. Indeed, after
outlining the proposal, the UN gave both sides a week to respond, warning that if their response was
not positive the UN would have to reassess its participation in the peace process.
Following is the UN's proposed schedule for talks:
March 1-15: Indigenous Identity and Rights
March 15 - April 15: Socioeconomic issues and the agrarian situation
April 15 - May 15: Strengthening civilian power and the role of the army in a civil society
May 15 - June 15: Reintegration of the URNG into civilian life and a cease-fire accord
June 15 - July 15: Constitutional reforms and electoral system
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July 15 - July 31: Schedule for implementation, compliance, and verification of accords August:
Signing of final peace accord
President Ramiro de Leon Carpio responded to the UN proposal almost immediately, announcing
on Feb. 20 that the government had accepted the UN's negotiation schedule unconditionally. The
president's acceptance letter to the UN reiterated the government's determination to negotiate
an end to the armed conflict with "seriousness and flexibility." De Leon welcomed the proposal,
saying the government wanted to end the war "as soon as possible" and hoped the URNG would
also accept the plan in good faith. Then, on Feb. 24, the URNG leadership also sent a letter to the
UN endorsing the six-point UN plan. In addition, the rebels promised, as a "gesture of good will,"
that they would suspend acts of sabotage on nonmilitary targets, such as electricity towers and
telephone installations. The only alteration in the proposal requested by the rebels was that the
March 1 starting date of the negotiations be postponed for two weeks.
When the UN proposed the new time schedule it recommended that the URNG be integrated
into civilian society by June to participate in the November elections. The electoral court (Tribunal
Supremo Electoral, TSE) must convoke general elections no later than mid-May. In fact, shortly
before the UN issued its proposal, the URNG had announced its intentions to take part in the
November elections as part of a broad leftist coalition. At the time, URNG leader Pablo Monsanto,
who heads the Fuerzas Armadas Rebeldes (FAR) one of the URNG's four member organizations
said the rebels would participate in the elections with or without a signed peace accord. "Political
arrangements could be made within the peace process that would pave the way for the URNG's
participation in the 1995 electoral process, even if a final peace accord has not been signed,"
explained Monsanto, adding that the rebels hope to form an alliance with other interested
"democratic, popular, and revolutionary" groups.
Overall, the response to the URNG's election plans has been positive. President de Leon, for
example, called the rebels' entry into the political arena "the only correct way to attain power." In
fact, since existing legislation does not allow enough time for the URNG to form a legal political
party, De Leon promised to promote the necessary reforms to facilitate the rebels' participation
in the elections. Most of the country's leading political parties have also expressed support for
the URNG's inclusion in the upcoming elections. Deputy Pablo Duarte of the Frente Republicano
Guatemalteco (FRG), the leading political power in the legislature, said that FRG members were
unified in their support of the rebel's election plans. His sentiments were echoed by members of
the Partido de Avanzada Nacional (PAN) and the Union del Centro Nacional (UCN), although they
pointed out that time to organize is very limited. Catalina Soberanis, a former congressional deputy
and leader of the Democrata Cristiana Guatemalteca (DCG), also suggested that the guerrillas could
ally themselves with one or more of the 24 parties already legally registered, or with any of the 14
organizations now in the process of registering.
The reaction of the legislators was not totally unexpected. On Feb. 17, just days before the UN
submitted its proposal, Congress issued a resolution calling for a suspension of armed hostilities
and a resumption of peace negotiations. They also reiterated their intent to respect any accords
reached by the two sides, and to promote whatever laws necessary to consolidate the peace process.
At the same time, both the Guatemalan legislature and the URNG have pleaded for an end to the
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recent wave of violence that has engulfed the country, since the lack of compliance with the human
rights accord that the rebels and the government signed in April 1994 has been a central problem
blocking the advance of the peace process (see NotiSur, 04/15/94). According to local press reports,
the tortured bodies of 22 young men were found in and around Guatemala City in the last week of
February.
The country's human rights ombudsman, Jorge Garcia Laguardia, said that the majority of the
victims were killed with single gunshot wounds to the back of the head, indicating an executionstyle assassination typical of the country's infamous death squads. The increase in violence over
the past few months has provoked widespread calls both nationally and internationally for an
immediate resumption of the peace talks. Some analysts suggest that the violence is premeditated,
being deliberately unleashed at a very delicate moment to change the correlation of forces in favor
of the military and political hard-liners who oppose a negotiated peace. (Sources: Central America
Report, 02/17/95; United Press International, 02/17/95, 02/20/95; Agence France-Presse, 02/18/95,
02/20-22/95; Spanish news service EFE, 02/22/95; Reuter, 02/20/95, 02/22/95, 02/25/95)
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